


We are pleased with the progress the BioPharma Research Council  (BRC) has achieved in 2013. 

Early in the year Joanne Gere joined us as Executive Director. While building infrastructure and 
enhanced resources, she is working closely with the BRC team to develop strategic plans, and with 
our growing group of more than 3,500 participants who inform our intriguing activities.

Program Director Dr. Doranelly (Dolly) Koltchev continues to lead in the developing content for the 
in-person and virtual programs. She chairs a very active and diverse Scientific Advisory Board of 
experts who provide insight and strong connections throughout the community.

BRC support staff has grown as well, with Kyle Carney joining as Communications Associate, and 
Kristin Ward as Graphics Associate. 

We look forward to increased growth in membership and an exciting and informative 2014.
 
Rich Brandwein and Ronnye Schreiber
Board of Directors
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The BioPharma Research Council continued to promote the exchange of scientific knowledge throughout 2013 by 
offering diverse programs to the biopharmaceutical community. 

The breadth and depth of our programs couldn’t have been possible without the guidance and expert opinion of 
the BRC Scientific Advisory Board. The dedication, expertise and willingness to actively participate in programs, 
from idea to completion, by all members of the Board are greatly appreciated. In addition, our growing relationships 
with foundations specializing in specific therapeutic areas or diseases bring fresh perspectives on the latest 
breakthroughs and challenges.

Biosimilars Development and Regulatory Pathways addressed current trends from business perspective to regulatory 
issues to payors strategies through case studies and global adoption practices. Interactive discussions among the 
participants and live streaming of the talks provided an excellent atmosphere for cross pollination of ideas.

Triangle Biotech Research Symposium 2013 in North Carolina brought together (for the second year) scientists, 
exhibitors, business development and IP experts to discuss the latest innovations in the region. New this year were 
the poster session and recordings of all presentations.

Best Practices IV: Preclinical Outsourcing was presented in a new format, including live broadcast of the presentations.

BRC Forums aimed at diving deep into specific therapeutic areas- diabetes, Alzheimer’s drug discovery research, 
imaging biomarkers in cardiovascular disease and vaccines. Like all of our programs, they provided opportunities for 
reaching out to experts across industry, academia and nonprofit organizations, thus stimulating in-depth exchange 
of ideas and expertise.

Overall 2013 BRC programs have set the pace for unleashing the creativity and opening new avenues for future 
growth and exploration.

Dolly Koltchev, PhD
Program Director
BioPharma Research Council
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The BRC is an association for scientists across the entire discovery, 

development, and delivery community.

Through committees, conferences, webinars, and educational  

programs, we stimulate interaction to provide catalyst for fresh 

collaborations and partnerships.

Our activities are made possible through the energies and  

expertise of professionals from industry, academia, nonprofit,  

government, and supplier laboratories, and teams throughout the 

region and the globe.
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The BioPharma Research Council (BRC) is an independent, nonprofit organization  
founded in 2009 to support the broad community of scientists and business 
professionals in the biopharmaceutical space. By addressing scientists who are 
making and developing discoveries throughout the biotech/pharmaceutical 
pipeline, we provide an environment for interaction that can lead to better 
communication, enhanced collaboration, and faster, more effective medical 
progress.

Researchers from the academic, 
industry, nonprofit, government, & 
supplier laboratories, CRO/CMO’s and 
other services contribute as committee 
members, speakers, moderators, and 
Scientific Advisory Board members.

BRC has grown through significant 
support from its Foundation Sponsor 
PlanetConnect. For close to 20 years, 
PlanetConnect has been producing 
complex, proprietary, internal corporate 
pharmaceutical and biotech symposia 
for individual pharmaceutical and 
biotech companies. Confidential 
internal research conferences have 
focused upon IT, R&D, Analytical 
Research, Manufacturing and other 
areas of interest.  
 



“While we have helped many key international biopharmaceutical 
companies and departments to hold confidential meetings,” says Ronnye 
Schreiber, President of PlanetConnect and of the BRC Board of Directors.  
“Over time we have received frequent requests to take a role in helping expand connections 
among companies, universities, and other scientific environments.”

By helping to create the BRC we are 
able to support programs that are 
open to all and that allow scientists 
to share knowledge and ideas across 
boundaries.”

PlanetConnect’s founders, Ronnye 
Schreiber and Rich Brandwein, continue 
to provide support and guidance as the 
organization grows. 

“We started running conferences at 
Bell Labs in the early days of web-
based computing,” says Mr. Brandwein. 
“After many years of producing internal 
symposia, we are able to support the 
BRC by leveraging strong relationships 
with pharmaceutical and supplier 
companies, and facilitate dialog and 
debate that can stimulate innovative 
thinking across all of the entities 
that contribute to medical progress.” 

In 2012 Dolly Koltchev, Ph.D. became 
Program Director, and Joanne Gere 
joined as Executive Director in 2013.



Current Trends in Biosimilars Development and Regulatory Pathways in the Global Marketplace  
addressed topics ranging from the global regulatory landscape for biosimilars and biobetters to legal 
considerations, business perspectives, recent scientific breakthroughs, services market (CRO, CMO, 
clinical trials), and uptake from patient perspectives.

“In recent years, biopharmaceuticals have become the fastest growing segment of the global 
healthcare development market,” says Dr. Dolly Koltchev, BRC Program Director. “Patent expirations 
and demand for top-selling biologics brands in key therapeutic areas like cancer, diabetes, and  
autoimmune diseases have opened new opportunities for developing cost effective follow-on  
biologics (biosimilars). “
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Building relationships among regional experts helps develop partnerships, collaborations, and a 
more successful environment for progress in human health. Delegates from the academic, biopharma,  
agricultural biotech, and personalized medicine research communities, as well as IP experts,  
consultants, and suppliers  gathered for this lively symposium. Presentations, exhibits, and posters 
expressed the region’s contributions to research, development, devices, instrumentation, analysis, and 
more.
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The program evaluated effective use of contract research organizations (CROs) by academia, industry 
and nonprofit entities to develop innovative therapeutics.

“As biopharmaceuticals have developed into a 50 billion dollar a year industry, preclinical outsourc-
ing has become a common practice. Companies have become reliant on outside, specialized services 
to supplement their internal research and development,” said Program Director Dolly Koltchev, PhD. 

“Our speakers presented their most effective practices in preclinical outsourcing for feeding drug 
development pipelines, building strong relationships that lead to advancements in curing human 
disease.”

The topics covered by the presenters provided thoughtful insight into current industry trends, as 
well as ideas to increase the efficiency and productivity of the preclinical process; utilizing modern 
technology to cut the costs and risks of preclinical research were underlying themes found in the 
presentations.
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The EMA published new guidance on June 29, 2013, covering the development of all diabetes drugs.  
These guidelines went into effect in November making it very relevant for all people involved in 
diabetes drug development.  “The use of devices allowing continuous blood glucose monitoring is 
encouraged and regarded as useful in adults and children to describe overnight glucose profiles and 
postprandial hyperglycaemia.”  There are 5 separate mentions of Continuous Glucose Monitoring 
(CGM) within the guidelines covering orals, insulins and other injectable. 
 
Researchers and regulatory experts discussed the specific implications of the guidance, its possible 
interpretation, and data analytic techniques to get the most value from the data captured with this 
technology. Different product options and tradeoffs were addressed as well as practical tips and 
tricks for successfully integrating CGM into clinical trial protocols.

The BRC Therapeutic Forum provided an overview of the current status of the drug discovery process 
in academia and the pharmaceutical industry. In addition, the outcome of recent and ongoing clinical 
studies was discussed. 

“This is an important moment to take a look at the current state of Alzheimer’s research,” said Dr. 
Dolly Koltchev, Program Director of the BioPharma Research Council. “Recent disappointing clinical 
data emphasizes the need for a discussion on these failures, and to evaluate innovative approaches 
for future directions in finding effective treatments for this devastating disease”.

Steve Stagliano 
Corporate Account Manager
Medtronic 

Howard Fillit 
Director and Chief Science Officer
Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation 

Diabetes and Endocrinology

February 5, 2013

Princeton Marriott

Future Perspectives in  
Alzheimer’s Research

March 5, 2013

Princeton Marriott

Poul Strange 
Medical Director and President
Integrated Medical Development, LLC

Poul Strange 
Researcher
Feinstein Institute for Medical Research



The program addressed important questions in developing imaging biomarkers and evaluating  
cardiotoxicity off-target effects for preclinical and clinical studies of cardiovascular disease.

Cardiovascular disease includes a wide variety of conditions that, despite the advances of  
pharmaceutical R&D, represent still unmet medical needs. It is the leading cause of death in the 
developed world; therefore treatment of cardiovascular disease is currently a major focus for  
developing innovative programs, therapeutics and diagnostics modalities for the pharmaceutical 
industry. In addition, cardiotoxicity remains a major cause of concern during preclinical, clinical and  
post-approval withdrawal of medicines. Cardiotoxicity is observed mainly with anticancer drugs, but 
is also correlated with treatment with other classes of drugs, including antibiotics, antidepressants, 
and antipsychotics.

The program evaluated different subunit antigen vaccines. The vaccine for herpes simplex attempts 
to induce high titers of neutralizing antibodies to prevent primary infection, while the zoster vaccine 
targets T-cell responses in an effort to prevent relapses of the chickenpox virus.

Herpes simplex virus is the leading cause of genital ulcer disease worldwide. First time infections are 
often painful and many individuals suffer from frequent recurrent infections. Concern about trans-
mission of the virus to sexual contacts creates anxiety in infected individuals. Spreading the infection 
to the fetus during labor and delivery can be life threatening for the newborn. Another major concern 
about genital herpes is that it increases the individual’s susceptibility to HIV infection by 3-fold, or 
for those individuals co-infected with HSV and HIV, the risk of transmitting HIV increases 3-fold. A 
vaccine is sorely needed to prevent HSV genital ulcer disease.

Zoster (shingles) is the clinical disease that occurs when the virus that causes chickenpox relapses. 
Zoster presents as a painful red rash with fluid filled vesicles that follows a dermatome distribution 
on the skin. The incidence of zoster increases with aging and is more common in immunocompro-
mised individuals. The most frequent serious long-term complication from zoster is persistent, severe 
pain in the area of the rash. The persistent pain is referred to as post-herpetic neuralgia. A live virus 
vaccine is available for patients over age 50 in an effort to prevent zoster; however, the vaccine is 
not considered safe in immunocompromised individuals and is not highly immunogenic in subjects 
over age 70.

Teri Conte 
Region Manager
FUJIFILM Visualsonics, Inc.

Harvey M. Freidman 
Professor of Medicine/Infectious Disease
Director, Botswana-UPenn Partnership
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We appreciate the BRC Scientific Advisory Board’s energetic participation, which assures 
the scientific depth and focus of our activities. Each SAB member contributes signifi-
cant insights and perspectives, reflecting experiences in academic, industry, government,  
nonprofit, and supplier entities.





June 11-12, 2014
New Jersey Convention and Exposition Center

Cloud Computing, Mobile Applications, Big Data Analytics, Pipeline Development, and More...

Data to Drugs and Diagnostics
D2D


